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May 5, 2020
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Postdoctoral Fellow
Department of Psychology 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, MA 02138


Dear David,

This letter confirms your academic appointment as a Research Associate in the Department of Psychology at Harvard University from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021. If it is determined that your performance is not satisfactory, the appointment may be terminated before the appointment end date. You will be under the direct supervision of Matthew K. Nock and will be expected to adhere to all Harvard University rules and requirements.

As I expect you are aware, the University is currently operating in a modified manner resulting from restrictions related to the COVID-19 virus pandemic.  This offer is contingent on the University returning to an operational and financial status that enables us to proceed with this appointment.  I encourage you to check with me no less than 30 days prior to your proposed start date for a status update. If, during the term of your appointment, Harvard resumes modified operations for any reason related to the COVID-19 virus pandemic, including national, state or local health advisories and restrictions, Harvard may suspend or end your appointment prior to its scheduled end date. This will be an un-paid position.  

All appointments are contingent upon approval of an appropriate visa as required by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).  The Harvard International Office (HIO) helps individuals secure visas and other appropriate documentation allowing them to enter the United States and pursue their activities at Harvard.  If you need such assistance, and as federal regulations permit, HIO will assist you in the process of obtaining temporary visa status.  The United States government, however, remains the final arbiter of all immigration-related cases.  Furthermore, we note that as a result of the COVID-19 virus pandemic, the United States Department of State has temporarily suspended routine visa services at all United States Embassies and Consulates, and it is not clear when these services will resume, and when they do, how visa applications will be prioritized.  It is ultimately the responsibility of the individual appointee to ensure they obtain an appropriate entry visa and any other required authorization prior to arrival at Harvard for their appointed term. 

All incoming faculty and researchers at Harvard University will be asked to review and sign an electronic version of the Harvard University Participation Agreement (https:/vpr.harvard.edu/harvard-university-participation-agreement), which is designed to help carry out the Harvard University Intellectual Property Policy and other research policies.  Please review and electronically sign the Participation Agreement upon your arrival to campus. For information on other FAS and University policies pertaining to your appointment, please see the FAS Appointment and Promotion Handbook (https://academic-appointments.fas.harvard.edu/).

Full-time Research Associates are entitled to 20 days of vacation per year (accrued at a rate of 1.67 days per month). This time may not roll over from year to year, and there can be no payout of unused vacation time when an appointment ends. Please discuss your vacation and holiday plans with me in advance.

Your work on predicting suicide and suicidal ideation using data from patients' digital devices in collaboration with Professor Nock is important and timely research. Formalities aside, we are enthusiastic about having you join our lab and are looking forward to working with you.  Information about Harvard’s many cultural and intellectual resources can be found at https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/harvard-events/.  Please contact Krista Lester if you have any questions regarding the terms of your appointment.
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Matthew K. Nock
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